(RUSS 410A Literary Salon Project - accompanied by visual art piece)

there are so

many ways to spell
resentment,

yet so few ways

to feel loss.

One’s fleeting refuge,
another’s barren
wasteland.

And you gaze

upon the schism,

an elegy of what is

and what could have been,
watch it morph into
impenetrable depth,
immeasurable darkness,
innumerable pain,
spanning

over time, over

space.

So you tear up years' work,
spelling out empty

hollow curses like
“Universal RAGE”.

Cut out vintage

playboy magazines,

piecing together a muffled
cry, echoing in a
thickening vacuum,

a deafening sigh, screaming
“good Men, dreadfully
inconvenient,

sexual

Women”.

Written 9 Feb. 2024 (Edited 11 Feb. 2024) (Final edit 12 Feb. 2024)
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